
CANADA 150: HOW IS YOUR CHOIR 
CELEBRATING?

Be sure to send the details of your events to 
nbchoralfed@gmail.com to be included in our 
newsletter and on our web site.

Did you know that you can list your activity on a 
page that the Province of New Brunswick is 
hosting for New Brunswick’s Canada 150 
events? Visit here for details: 
https://canada150nb.ca

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

It has been some time since our last newsletter and I 
am really happy that we are back in business.    
Many of you are aware of the situation we are facing 
at NBCF and in the past weeks your Board Execu-
tive has met many times to determine how to secure 
our future, with reduced funding and declining num-
bers participating in our events.  However, we have 
decided that despite all of this we will continue to do 
our best with our major activities, develop new and 
interesting opportunities for singers and conductors 
find ways to raise funds to assist in all of our events.

In mid-January, we hired Leo Macneil to act as our 
Project Coordinator. I am really pleased that Leo re-
turned to NBCF. In the short time he has been with 
us, working only 10 hours a week, he has accom-
plished a great deal. I am enjoying his enthusiasm 
and creativity and look forward to working with him. 
I urge you all to give him your support.

In earlier communications I also explained that we 
had decided to close the office in the Charlotte St. 

Arts Centre.  Keeping the office, and expenses asso-
ciated with that, for only 10 hours a week was not 
sustainable. Our Project Coordinator now works 
from his home office with our desk, computer, tele-
phone and recent files. We think this arrangement is 
working well and should assist in keeping us viable 
for some time to come. The first weekend of Febru-
ary was our official moving day. We have kept the 
Carolyn Nielsen Library in its current location in the 
CSAC for the time being at a very reasonable rent.  
We have a tremendous collection of music and all of 
our choir members have access to this and other li-
braries across the country.  

Plans are progressing for our Youth Choir 2017, and 
an interesting Choral Fest in October. We do plan to 
continue with our focus on youth and will be explor-
ing opportunities to continue with our Elementary 
School Workshops, “Every One Has a Voice.”

We will be following up this news letter with an ap-
peal for funds, particularly from our members and 
member choirs to assist with our New Brunswick 
Youth Choir. We have many young talented people 
who are interested in participating in our Youth 
Choir weekend, but are short of funds. We think it is 
important to support as many as we can and we will 
be approaching all of you to help in some way in the 
coming weeks.

Thanks for your continued support and interest as we 
continue to “keep New Brunswick singing.” Be sure 
to check out our web site on a regular basis. If you 
haven’t already done so, please renew your member-
ship. We need you!

NEW BRUNSWICK YOUTH CHOIR 2017

May 19-21 2017 at Mount Allison University, Mar-
jorie Young Bell Conservatory of Music Sackville, 
NB.

The deadline for applications to the New Brunswick 
Youth Choir 2017 was Wednesday, February 22.
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NBYC 2017 Conductor Marta McCarthy

The NBCF is willing to consider late applications, 
but late applicants should be aware that those who 
met the deadline will be accepted first. 

Soprano or alto late applicants who encourage a suc-
cessful tenor or bass voice will be preferred.

Late applicants may get complete details at 
http://nbcfsite.wordpress.com/new-brunswick-youth-
choir-2017 or by emailing nbchoralfed@gmail.com

CANADIAN NATIONAL CHORAL SUR-
VEY THANK YOU

Thank you to all those who were able to complete 
the National Choral Census, especially given the 
short deadline. 

This project has been in development for some years. 
It is good to see it coming to fruition and that there 
will be a decent representation of New Brunswick’s 
choral activity in the results.

New Brunswick choirs have 28 completed surveys, 
representing 9% of all surveys in Canada. That's 
pretty good!  

This kind of data is very helpful to potential funders 
and other supporters. 

The final report will be available to everyone for 
free, ensuring the entire Canadian choral community 
and beyond can benefit from the data. Results will be 
reported in spring 2017, as part of Canada’s 150th 
celebration year. 

NBCF CHORAL CENSUS

The NB Department of Tourism, Heritage and Cul-
ture, through which we receive operational funding, 
has consistently asked if the New Brunswick Choral 
Federation could provide information about the 
number of choirs and the number of children, women 
and men who are singing in choirs in New Bruns-
wick.  

The NBCF has been collecting New Brunswick Cho-
ral Census responses for some time. This will not 
only provide the Department of Tourism, Heritage 
and Culture with information that they will find in-
teresting, but also provide NBCF with valuable in-
formation about the potential for future membership 
and growth.  As far as we know, nothing like this has 
been completed in the past.
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The census questionnaire was sent out in November 
of 2014. If you or your choir has already completed 
the questionnaire, we thank you. 

If not, we would appreciate your cooperation in 
completing the questionnaire and returning it to us 
when possible. It may be found on the NBCF web 
site here: 

http://nbcfsite.wordpress.com/2017/02/23/new-bruns
wick-choral-census/

Thank you for your assistance and if you have any 
questions please contact the office.

CHORAL FEST 2017

The NBCF is planning an exciting Choral Fest for 
October 2017. The details are still being finalized. 
There will be a separate announcement once the im-
portant parts of Choral Fest 2017 are confirmed. 

Stay tuned!

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Thank you to all of your who have renewed your 
membership for 2016-17. 

View our current choir members and institutional 
friends on our web site at: 
http://nbcfsite.wordpress.com/member-choirs/

Is your choir or institution there? Should it be?

Memberships are the strength of the NBCF and your 
membership is more important now than ever. Con-
tact the NBCF office at nbchoralfed@gmail.com or 
visit 
http://nbcfsite.wordpress.com/2015/09/30/membersh
ip for an online form to renew your membership to-
day!

AWARDS

We are looking for nominations for this years NBCF 
Award for Distinguished Service. Send nominations 
to nbchoralfed@gmail.com. Please include a biogra-
phy for your nominee.  We are looking for both adult 
and youth members who have made a mark on our 
choral community.  Winners will be announced at 
Choral Fest 2017 which will be held in October.  

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP

SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC CHOIR 
SCHOOL: OUR 60TH YEAR

Choir School is a week-long experience for youth 8-
18 years old (and a long weekend for adults 18-??), 
where sacred choral music is experienced in a resi-
dential camp-like setting. We sing a lot, play a lot, 
eat a lot, and learn more than we realize in our short 
time together.
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2017 is the 60th year that the Diocese of Fredericton 
Choir School has provided choristers with opportuni-
ties to learn both traditional and contemporary mu-
sic. Being as this is a most auspicious year a very 
"gala" Sunday Evensong will be held at the Cathe-
dral in Fredericton, NB, Canada.

Visit: http://www.anglicanchoirschool.com

PERTH_ANDOVER COMMUNITY 
CHOIR: 

150 VOICES FOR 150 YEARS OF CAN-
ADA

To celebrate Canada's 150th birthday next summer, 
the Perth-Andover Community Choir is hosting a 
wonderful Canada Day Event: 150 Voices for 150 
Years of Canada. 

On Saturday, July 1, 2017, in the afternoon, we are 
inviting area choirs to perform Canadian songs (of 
their choosing), and then, join all the singers in one 
150-voice mass choir to sing several Canadian songs 
under the direction of Peter McLaughlin, Second 
Wind Music Centre, Florenceville-Bristol. This will 
be a tremendous experience for choristers and audi-
ence alike!

In conjunction with the mass choir event, we are also 
inviting instrumental groups to perform Canadian 
pieces during the early afternoon, before the choir 
concert begins.

If you belong to a choir that would like to partici-
pate, contact us:

masschoir150@gmail.com.

If you do not belong to a choir but would like to par-
ticipate, you are welcome! A workshop will be held 
Friday, June 30th to learn the music.

For ALL choral participants, there will be a mass 
choir dress rehearsal in the morning of Saturday, July 

1. Search for 150 Voices for 150 Years of Canada on 
Facebook to find our event page and the link to reg-
ister 

(https://goo.gl/forms/nPwhJR7FO3cbPCq82).

 The cost to participate is $20/singer. Admission to 
the concert is free.

Marianne Bell ,Conductor, Perth-Andover Commu-
nity Choir

(506) 481-0351

A CAPPELLA EXPERIENCE AT UNB

March Break choral workshop for middle and high 
school students.

March 7-9, 2017

This March Break book your spot in UNB’s first 
ever A Cappella Experience, featuring the a cappella 
group, The Truesettos, and UNB’s new Chorale Di-
rector, Christine Jones.

Whether you're an experienced singer, or have al-
ways wanted to find your voice, Christine and the 
Truesettos will bring out the best in your singing by 
exploring the music of Pentatonix, Billy Joel and 
others. The 3-day course will provide middle and 
high school students with individual and group 
coaching. Students will be coached on aspects of vo-
cal technique, style and performance skills as they 
prepare you to join with them on stage, performing 
in Memorial Hall on April 4 for our Spring Concert.

All participants need to bring a lunch and snacks, 
and are encouraged to bring a book.

Dates: Tuesday - Thursday, March 7-9, 2017

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (Drop-off from 8:30 
a.m. and pickup by 5:30 p.m.)

NBCF NEWSLETTER FEB 2017

NBCF NEWSLETTER FEB 2017 4 of 9

http://www.anglicanchoirschool.com
http://www.anglicanchoirschool.com
mailto:masschoir150@gmail.com
mailto:masschoir150@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/forms/nPwhJR7FO3cbPCq82
https://goo.gl/forms/nPwhJR7FO3cbPCq82
https://www.facebook.com/truesettos/
https://www.facebook.com/truesettos/


Cost: $115 (*HST is not charged for children 14 
years and younger).

Location: Centre for Musical Arts, Memorial Hall, 9 
Bailey Drive on the UNB Fredericton Campus.

Registration for students under 15

Registration for students over 15

For more information, please call Emily Kennedy at 
458-7259.

http://unb.ca/cel/programs/creative/music-camp/a-ca
pella.html

2018 FUNDY SOUND! – A Choral Festival 
By The Bay June 27 – July 1, 2018!

Mark your calendars for the 2018 Fundy Sound Cho-
ral Festival. Details available here: 
http://fundysound.com

FREDERICTON SYMPHONY OR-
CHESTRA

The FSO presents "Welcome to the Orchestra" on 
Sunday, March 19, 3:00 p.m. at the Playhouse. Go to 
http://www.theplayhouse.ca/event/welcome-to-the-or
chestra/ to purchase tickets.

Find them on Facebook at:

https://www.facebook.com/events/22805743426828
0.

FREDERICTON CHORAL SOCIETY

The Fredericton Choral Society, under the direction 
of Heather Dunham, will be presenting Gabriel 
Faure's REQUIEM, accompanied on the organ by 
David Drinkell. In addition, to help celebrate Can-
ada's 150th anniversary, selections by Stephen 
Chatman, representing areas of Canada, will be sung. 
  All are welcome to join us at Wilmot United 
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The Fredericton Symphony Orchestra

presents a family concert

Welcome to the
Orchestra!

featuring

Britten's Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra
 and

Fredericton's own Vivian Ni, violin

Richard Hornsby, conductor
Tim Yerxa, narrator

The Fredericton Playhouse
3pm, Sunday, March 19, 2017

Tickets available at the Playhouse box office 
or

tickets.theplayhouse.ca
Regular $25 -- Member $22 -- Under 19 $12.50 (+hst)
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Church in Fredericton, on Saturday, April 8, 7:30 
PM.   Tickets will be available at Read's on King St., 
and are twenty dollars for adults, ten dollars for stu-
dents, children 12 and under are free.

http://frederictonchoralsociety.blogspot.ca

BEL CANTO SINGERS OF FREDERIC-
TON

The Bel Canto Singers of Fredericton and the Mount 
Allison University Elliott Chorale present and all-
Canadian concert in celebration of Canada’s 150th. 
Details available at:

http://frederictonbelcanto.wixsite.com/belcantosinge
rs

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL NEWS

NATIONAL COMPETITION FOR CA-
NADIAN AMATEUR CHOIRS

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: March 15, 2017

A treasured Canadian choral tradition, the National 
Competition for Canadian Amateur Choirs inspires 
choirs to strive for excellence, provides visibility for 
amateur choirs of all ages, and encourages the crea-
tion and performance of Canadian works. The Com-
petition is open to all Canadian amateur choirs and 
attracts diverse participants from coast to coast. The 
finalists and winners are selected by a national ju-
ry of esteemed Canadian choral conductors. The 
prestigious Canada Council for the Arts Healey Wil-
lan Grand Prize is awarded to the finest overall per-
formance in musicianship, technique, and 
program. Each choir that enters the Competition 
must perform an original Canadian piece and prizes 
are given for the Best Performance of a Canadian 
Work and the Best Performance of a Canadian Con-
temporary Work. Cash prizes are awarded for the top 
performances in each category. The national jury 

may also award special accolades to outstanding 
choirs.  

Details at: 
http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-projects/natio
nal-competition-for-canadian-amateur-choirs

NATIONAL YOUTH CHOIR: 2017 SPE-
CIAL EDITION

Choral Canada has partnered with the National 
Youth Orchestra of Canada to present a special edi-
tion of the National Youth Choir of Canada in July 
2017. Details at: 
http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-projects/natio
nal-youth-choir/national-youth-choir-2017/

VANCOUVER CHAMBER CHOIR 
YOUNG COMPOSERS’ COMPETITION

APPLICATION DEADLINE: March 15, 2017

Compositions are judged in three categories: Ele-
mentary (ages 8-12), Secondary (ages 13-17), and 
College/University (ages 18-22). Within each cate-
gory, a cash prize is awarded to both first- and 
second-place winners, plus a "Best of BC" prize. 

The next competition will be held in May 2017.

Winners will be announced at the YOUTH & MU-
SIC concert on Friday, May 5, 2017. In addition, the 
first-prize pieces in each category will be performed 
by the Vancouver Chamber Choir.

SPECIAL CANADA 150 EMPHASIS

As part of our 2017 celebration of Canada's 150th 
anniversary, the competition will give special con-
sideration to entries which use a Canadian text, are 
about Canadian themes, and are in either official 
language (English and French) or a Canadian First 
Nations language. Young composers from all coun-
tries are welcome to submit pieces with Canadian 
connections.

NBCF NEWSLETTER FEB 2017

NBCF NEWSLETTER FEB 2017 6 of 9

http://frederictonbelcanto.wixsite.com/belcantosingers
http://frederictonbelcanto.wixsite.com/belcantosingers
http://frederictonbelcanto.wixsite.com/belcantosingers
http://frederictonbelcanto.wixsite.com/belcantosingers
http://frederictonbelcanto.wixsite.com/belcantosingers
http://frederictonbelcanto.wixsite.com/belcantosingers
http://www.canadacouncil.ca/en/music/find-grants-and-prizes/prizes/healey-willan-prize
http://www.canadacouncil.ca/en/music/find-grants-and-prizes/prizes/healey-willan-prize
http://www.canadacouncil.ca/en/music/find-grants-and-prizes/prizes/healey-willan-prize
http://www.canadacouncil.ca/en/music/find-grants-and-prizes/prizes/healey-willan-prize
http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-projects/national-competition-for-canadian-amateur-choirs
http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-projects/national-competition-for-canadian-amateur-choirs
http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-projects/national-competition-for-canadian-amateur-choirs
http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-projects/national-competition-for-canadian-amateur-choirs
http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-projects/national-youth-choir/national-youth-choir-2017/
http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-projects/national-youth-choir/national-youth-choir-2017/
http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-projects/national-youth-choir/national-youth-choir-2017/
http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-projects/national-youth-choir/national-youth-choir-2017/
http://www.vancouverchamberchoir.com/concerts.php?idm=259
http://www.vancouverchamberchoir.com/concerts.php?idm=259
http://www.vancouverchamberchoir.com/concerts.php?idm=259
http://www.vancouverchamberchoir.com/concerts.php?idm=259


Questions? Please contact us at 
http://www.vancouverchamberchoir.com/young_com
posers_competition.htm

MUSIC NB

IN CELEBRATION OF CANADA 150 IS LOOK-
ING FOR 150 NEW BRUNSWICK MUSIC 
BUILDERS 

Nominate those who made a positive contribution to 
the vitality of music in your community, past or pre-
sent. Think about that music teacher who has in-
stilled a love of music to a whole generation, that 
venue owner who has encouraged emerging artists to 
perform, that musician who has played with every 
single band in your town but whose name might not 
be known to the public, that artist who is at the top of 
everyone's list of great NB music. In short, we are 
looking for those pillars and sometimes unsung he-
roes, without whom our current music scene would 
be just a little less vibrant. The nomination form 
takes about a minute to complete. We just need your 
contact info (to confirm you are a real person!), the 
nominee's name and a short reason why they deserve 
to be included. We will publish the results on Can-
ada's 150th anniversary, July 1, 2017.

HALIFAX CHORAL CONDUCTING IN-
STITUTE

HCCI welcomes the Elmer Iseler Singers as the 2017 
Choir-in-Residence!

The Elmer Iseler Singers, conducted by Artistic Di-
rector Lydia Adams, are a 20-voice professional 
chamber choir based in Toronto. One of Canada’s 
preeminent choral ensembles, the Elmer Iseler Sing-
ers have built an enviable international reputation 
through their concerts, broadcasts and recordings 
throughout Canada, the United States and on the in-
ternational concert stage.

As HCCI 2017 Choir-in-Residence, the Elmer Iseler 
Singers will join us for conducting masterclasses, 
lectures, and a culminating performance conducted 

by Option B masterclass participants. All conductors 
will sing with the choir throughout the week.

The registration deadline is May 1, 2017.

 Apply now

Applications are reviewed as they are received. En-
rollment for Option A is unlimited. Option B is lim-
ited to 12 participants — spaces tend to fill well in 
advance and applications may close before the May 
1 deadline. Please apply early.

DEBUT ATLANTIC

Visit http://www.debutatlantic.ca 

Winter Gets Played Out like a Lion by Architek Per-
cussion Debut Atlantic Tour: March 10 - 25, 2017

Announcing Architek Percussion, a dynamic, bound-
ary pushing percussion quartet which is sure to bring 
winter to a crashing, banging yet melodic halt! Com-
prised of Mark Morton, Ben Reimer, Alessandro Val-
iante and for the Debut tour, Daniel Morphy (TorQ 
percussion), who is filling in for Ben Duinker, this 
exciting group aims to explore new terrain and is 
committed to the development and presentation of 
new Canadian work. In fact, they have premiered 
more than 20 commissions! Showcasing works by 
renowned composers including Christos Hatzis, John 
Psathas and even Ben Reimer himself, this program 
may showcase a lot of beating (so to speak), but cer-
tainly cannot be beat!

Concert Dates:

Mar 10 - 7:30pm - Moncton Community Concert 
Association, NB

Mar 11 - 8pm - Antigonish Performing Arts Series, 
NS

Mar 13 - 8pm - Rotary Arts Centre, Corner Brook, 
NL
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Mar 15 - 7pm - The Music Room, Halifax, NS

Mar 16 - 7:30pm - UPEI Dept. of Music, Charlotte-
town, PE

Mar 18 - 7:30pm - Jeunesses Musicales Dalhousie, 
Dalhousie NB

Mar 22 - 8pm - Lawrence O'Brien Arts Centre, 
Goose Bay, NL

Mar 24 - 7pm - Hear! Here! Society, Yarmouth NS

Come Tour with Debut Atlantic 2018/19

It is easier than ever to apply to tour with Debut At-
lantic with the launch of our online application sys-
tem! Submissions for the 2018/19 touring season are 
now being accepted!

The Opportunity:

- Concert tour throughout Atlantic Canada

- Outreach performances

- Thoughtful, organized, and professional tour man-
agement and artist support

- National recognition as Debut Atlantic Alumni

Founded in 1979, Debut Atlantic is one of this coun-
try’s most dynamic classical music touring organiza-
tions. In fact, the ‘Debut Atlantic tour’ has evolved 
into a much coveted opportunity for Canada’s 
emerging classical musicians. The extensive list of 
artists waiting to be added to the touring roster and 
the calibre of our alumni is a testament to our suc-
cess.

Click HERE for Debut Atlantic's application and 
guidelines.

TAFELMUSIK BAROQUE SUMMER 
INSTITUTE (TBSI)

May 29 - June 11, 2017

Faculty of Music, University of Toronto

Toronto, Canada

Jeanne Lamon, Director

Ivars Taurins, Director, Vocal/Choral Program

The application deadline for the 2017 Tafelmusik 
Baroque Summer Institute is just two weeks away! 
We encourage you to tell your friends, colleagues, 
and students about TBSI through social media.

The Tafelmusik Baroque Summer Institute is an in-
tensive 14-day residency in baroque period perform-
ance for instrumentalists and singers taught by mem-
bers of the Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra and 
Chamber Choir and distinguished guest faculty. The 
Institute is open to advanced students, pre-
professional, and professional 

For full information and applications:

Visit www.tafelmusik.org/tbsi

Contact: Caitlin Cross, TBSI Administrative Coordi-
nator tbsi@tafelmusik.org

ORCHESTRAS CANADA CONFER-
ENCE

The Value and Values of Orchestras
La valeur et les valeurs des orchestres

Montréal, 10-13 mai / Montreal, May 10-13

www.occonference.com (Program)

www.conferenceoc.com (Programme)

Once again this year, we are delighted to confirm 
that the Canada Council for the Arts has awarded 
Orchestras Canada funding for travel bursaries for 
conference attendees from smaller-budget orchestras 
(annual revenues under $2 million) and for addi-
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tional attendees from larger budget groups. We are 
sincerely grateful for their support!

Encore une fois cette année, nous sommes ravis de 
confirmer que le Conseil des arts du Canada accor-
dera à Orchestres Canada des subventions de 
déplacement pour les délégués d’orchestres à petit 
budget (revenus annuels inférieurs à 2M$) et pour 
les représentants additionnels d’ensembles à gros 
budget. Nous lui sommes profondément reconnais-
sants de son appui.

NBCF OFFICE NEWS

With a mix of regret and optimism, the NBCF has 
left its office in the Charlotte Street Arts Centre. 

The Choral Lending Library remains housed there 
and library lending will continue as before.

Although this move has its inconveniences, it will 
free up resources to better serve our membership.

Our new email address is: nbchoralfed@gmail.com

Our new phone number is: 1-(506) 478-2875

Our new mailing address is a work in progress. Stay 
tuned for details.

Make sure you keep in touch with the NBCF and 
keep us updated on all your exciting activities. On-
ward :)

The next NBCF Newsletter will be posted mid-
March, 2017. Please send your news before Mon-
day, March 13 to: nbchoralfed@gmail.com

The New Brunswick Choral Federation is grateful 
for the ongoing support of Arts and Cultural Indus-
tries Branch of Tourism, Heritage and Culture, Prov-
ince of New Brunswick.
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Welcome to the New NBCF office :)
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