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NBCF NEWS 
CHŒUR DES JEUNES DU NOUVEAU-BRUNS-
WICK 
Date limite d’application: Mercredi 15 No-
vembre 2017 
3-6 Mai 2018 Université de Moncton 
Chef de choeur: François Ouimet 
Coût : 225 $ (comprend frais d’inscription, par-
titions musicales, logement et repas) 
Le Chœur des jeunes du Nouveau-Brunswick 
s’adresse aux chanteurs âgés de 16 à 24 ans. 
Tous les appliquantes doivent envoyer leur c.v. 
dans le domaine choral/musical. Les nouveaux 
appliquantes doivent aussi joindre: 1. un en-
registrement audio de leur audition. L’enreg-
istrement doit comporter deux courts 
morceaux solos contrastants, un dans la langue 
de votre choix et l’autre dans une autre langue, 
et des vocalises (qui seront fournis) montrant 
votre registre et votre timbre musical. 2. Une 
lettre de recommandation signée par un pro-
fesseur de chant ou un maître de chœur 3. Une 
lettre d’accompagnement expliquant votre in-
térêt dans le CJNB. Toutes les auditions 
doivent être présentées sous forme d’enreg-
istrement et transmises par courriel électron-
ique, ou lien URL, au bureau de la FCNB. 
Pour en savoir plus, visitez: nbcfsite.word-
press.com/le-choeur-des-jeunes-du-nouveau-
brunswick/ 

NEW BRUNSWICK YOUTH CHOIR 2018 
Application Deadline: Wednesday, November 
15, 2017 
May 3-6, 2018 Université de Moncton 

Clinician: François Ouimet 
Cost is $225 and includes all music, rooms and 
meals. 
Singers aged 16-24 are eligible to audition for 
the NBYC. Candidates should have some 
singing experience and it is strongly recom-
mended that they can read music. 
NBYC members who must travel will be billet-
ed with local families. 
All candidates, including former NBYC mem-
bers, must submit an updated musical c.v 
Candidates who are not former NBCF mem-
bers must also submit: 
1. An audition recording. The recording will 
consist of two vocal exercises which will be 
provided, and two songs sung a cappella, one 
in the singer’s preferred language and one in a 
different language of the singer’s choice. 2. A 
brief letter explaining why the applicant wishes 
to join the NBYC. 3. A letter of reference from a 
voice teacher, music teacher or choir director. 
Complete audition details, and other details of 
NBYC 2018 are available at: nbcfsite.word-
press.com/new-brunswick-youth-choir-2018/ 
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The next NBCF Newsletter will be posted mid-November 2017. Send your news before Monday, 
November 13, to: nbchoralfed@gmail.com

NBYC 2017
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CHORAL FEST 2017 
What a wonderful Choral Fest! Every Choral 
Fest is special in its own way, but Choral Fest 
2017 in St. Andrews had some unique joys. 
The theme of Choral Fest 2017 might have 
been teamwork, beginning with the partner-

ship between the New Brunswick Choral Fed-
eration and the St. Andrews Arts Council. 
These two organizations worked as one to co-
ordinate and organize the weekend. A special 
thank you is due to Wilma Blokhuis who pro-
vided invaluable support.  
St. John choral specialist Christopher Lane and 
St. Andrews pianist and accompanist Jean 
Doucet made a great team in combined and 
sectional rehearsals both Friday and Saturday. 
Soprano soloist Jessica McCormack, organist 
Richard Kidd, and conductor Matthew Leese 
joined the team on Saturday, seamlessly pick-
ing up where their teammates left off. All of 
these wonderful musical professionals worked 
selflessly, serving the music above all. 
The Shiretown Singers of St. Andrews were a 
lovely addition to the performance on Sunday. 
Welcome to the club, Shiretown Singers! 
Even the singers were divided into teams. Half 
of the Choral Fest Massed choir sang from the 
altar space at the Church of St. Andrew at the 
Sunday performance, while the other half sang 
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Christopher Lane hard at work

Jean Doucet hard at work Jessica McCormack enjoying the moment
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from the choir loft. Experienced choristers will 
know what an effort of concentration and sen-
sitivity it takes to sing in that configuration. The 
audience response was enthusiastic, and there 
were many reports of how effective this con-
figuration was. 
Choral Fest is about meeting old friends and 
new, developing musicality and learning to 
sing better. Above all, Choral Fest is about 
making beautiful music together. From every 
point of view, Choral Fest 2017 was one of the 
best ever. 
Stay tuned for news about Choral Fest 2018. 
We have a lot to live up to! 
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Richard Kidd; practice makes perfect The Shiretown Singers; Stephanie Archer, conductor

Matthew Leese in action

Poulenc Gloria; Choir 2

Poulenc Gloria; Choir 1
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All Choral Fest photos by Wilma Blokhuis. 

2017 NBCF AWARDS 
Each year the NBCF presents awards to two 
New Brunswickers, nominated by our mem-
bership, who have contributed significantly to 
the choral life of New Brunswick and their 
community.  
The recipients of the 2017 NBCF awards were 
announced at Choral Fest 2017 in St. Andrews: 
2017 Distinguished Service Award: Dianne 
Wilkins 
Dianne Wilkins has significantly contributed, 
and continues to contribute, to choral life in 
New Brunswick.  She directed the internation-
ally renowned Fredericton School Girl Choir 
for more than 20 years. She also directed the 
Fredericton Ladies' Choir for many years, and 
produced wonderful and successful concerts 
with women with a wide variety of musical abil-
ities. 
Dianne Wilkins was the director of Education 
for School District 18, and had a long and suc-
cessful career in education in New Brunswick. 
In May of 2011, Wilkins was quoted as saying, 
“It’s not just teaching songs to sing. It’s learning 
about the chemistry that’s behind what makes 
a song work. You can touch on social studies 
when looking at folk songs, numeracy when 
learning the theory that is involved in compos-
ing and understanding music, and science 
when you understand how an instrument 
works. There is so much involved in teaching 
music.” (http://w3.stu.ca/stu/news/148129) 
Wilkins is the recipient of many awards for 
teaching excellence, for her contributions to 
musical education, and for her community ser-
vice. She continues to contribute to the choral 
community as a member of the Christ Church 
Cathedral Choir and as conductor of Frederic-
ton’s Cecilian Singers. 
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Matthew Leese keeping it all together

Choral Fest 2017
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2017 Youth Achievement Award: Joseph 
Goodwin 
Joseph Goodwin first came to the attention of 
the NBCF as a preparatory student at the Uni-
versité de Moncton Department of music, 
where he was participating in several choral 
ensembles, and preparing to enter their music 
program. He has long demonstrated maturity, 
commitment and consistency. Joseph has 
been blessed with an excellent voice and was 
already using it well, and his serious intent to 
pursue further training was undeniable. He ex-
hibited a pleasant and comfortable personali-
ty, good general knowledge and musical intel-
ligence.  
Joseph has been a member of the New 
Brunswick Youth Choir since 2012, was a rep-
resentative from New Brunswick to the Nation-
al Youth Choir in 2014 and was a member of 
the inaugural NB Chamber Choir in that same 
year. He was also invited to be part of the Nova 
Scotia Youth Choir in 2014.  
Joseph’s enthusiasm for singing and the choral 
art as well as his commitment to personal 
growth in these areas is exemplary. He is a val-
ued member of several choirs in the Moncton 
area (including various university groups and 
le Choeur Louisbourg) and is always willing to 
share his talents as a soloist with his hometown 
choir in Sussex. As a chorister, Joseph is always 
committed to the project and supportive and 
helpful to fellow choristers and administrators.  
Joseph is currently pursuing advanced study in 
Music Education at St. Francis Xavier University, 
and promises to be an important contributor 
to the choral community long into the future. 

CAROLYN NIELSEN LIBRARY UPDATE 
After many years in less-than-ideal circum-
stances, the Carolyn Nielsen Music library now 
has an excellent home; or, rather, two homes. 

Part of the collection has been moved to For-
rest Hill United Church. Over the course of 
time, it is planned that children’s and unison 
scores will largely be held here. 
The lion’s share of the library has been moved 
to Gibson Memorial United Church, also in 
Fredericton. 
In both cases, the space provided is more than 
enough to comfortably hold our music, which 
saves wear and tear that can be the result of 
cramping. We even have room to grow the col-
lection for the first time in over a decade. 
More than 60 volunteer hours were required to 
move the library holdings, and many more will 
be required to inventory and reorganize the 
library, but for now this valuable resource is in 
excellent circumstances. 
New library shipping rate 
NBCF recently for a special Library Shipping 
Rate from Canada Post. Whereas ordinarily 
shipping library scores can cost our choirs 
$20.00, $40.00 or more, NBCF can now ship 
for a small fraction of that cost—and return 
shipping is free! To learn more or to take ad-
vantage of the Carolyn Nielsen Library, contact 
the NBCF office. 

MEMBER NEWS 
JOIN CANADIAN MILITARY WIVES CHOIR 
GAGETOWN  
Join this wonderful new choir. NO musical ex-
perience necessary NO auditions! 
Canadian Military Wives Choirs provides a 
supportive network for women in the Canadian 
Military Community through music. 
Please contact 
canadianmwc.gagetown@gmail.com  
For more information about CMWC go to 
http://www.canadianmilitarywiveschoirs.com  
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BEL CANTO SINGERS OF FREDERICTON: 
CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD 
Saturday December 2 at 7:30 pm 
Christ Church (Parish) Church Fredericton 
Join us for a varied programme of music from 
around the world, all celebrating the Christmas 
season. 
Tickets: $20, $15 students, $40 families. Avail-
able from choir members and at the door. 

VOCE DELL'ANIMA CHOIR  
December 3 at 2:00 pm 
December 5 at 7:30 pm 
Monument Lefèbvre Theatre, Memramcook 
NB 
Christmas Annual Concerts under the direction 
of Monette Gould. 
Tickets will be $20, available by calling 
506-758-9808 
For more information contact Monette Gould 
506-851-1368 

CARLETON CHORISTERS: CHRISTMAS 
AROUND THE WORLD 
Tuesday December 5, 2017, at 7:30 pm 
Grace Presbyterian Church, 101 Coburg 
Street, Saint John 
The Carleton Choristers Christmas Concert, 
titled Christmas Around the World,  will be 
held on Tuesday September 5 at 7:30 pm at 
Grace Presbyterian Church. Tickets are $12 
and can be purchased from choir members or 
at the door. Directed by  Christopher Lane and 
Accompanied by Claire Driscoll. 
For further information please visit our Face-
book Page: www.facebook.com/Carleton-Cho-
risters-305498916161125/  
or send us an email: 
carletonchoristers@gmail.com 

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE 
Saturday December 16  
Trinity Church, Saint John  
Featuring a Military Brass ensemble, digital 
pipe organ, community choir and political and 
community leaders.  

HANDEL’S MESSIAH 
Friday December 22 
Trinity Church, Saint John  
Featuring soprano Jessica McCormack, con-
tralto Heather Flemming, Tenor Colin Frotten, 
Basso Paul Bustin,  Concertmaster Geoff  Mc-
Causland, Trumpeter- Rob Dutton, Chamber 
Orchestra and the 80-voice Symphony Chorus, 
with Conductor Spencer Belyea. 
Visit: www.arbormemorial.ca/castle/obituaries/
carol-harris-raynes/7908/  

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL NEWS 
CANADIAN CHORAL CENSUS RESULTS 
The results of the first ever National Choral 
Census have been released! View the com-
plete results. 
Visit: http://www.choralcanada.org/activities-
projects/national-choral-census/ 

RÉSULTATS DU RECENSEMENT CANADIEN DU 
MONDE CHORAL  
Les résultats du Recensement national du 
monde choral sont maintenant disponibles! 
Téléchargez la version complète.  
Vizitez: ww.choralcanada.org/recensement-
canadien-du-monde-choral/?lang=fr 
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JOIN US FOR THE 2018 FUNDY SOUND – A 
CHORAL FESTIVAL BY THE BAY JUNE 27 – 
JULY 1, 2018 
Fundy Sound – A Choral Festival By The Bay 
provides participating choirs with the opportu-
nity to have a variety of musical experiences, 
explore the inspirational East Coast of Canada, 
and share experiences while developing life-
long friendships with musicians young and old. 
Details available online. 
Visit: http://fundysound.com 

GRAND PHILHARMONIC CHOIR LAUNCHES 
COMPOSITION COMPETITION 
Deadline: November 15 
A new choral composing contest, open to 
Canadian composers aged 30 or under, is be-
ing launched by the Grand Philharmonic Choir. 
"Through this contest, we hope to add to the 
great depth of Canadian choir repertoire by 
showcasing the work of young, exciting com-
posers," said the choir's artistic director, Mark 
Vuorinen. 
The juried contest offers a prize of $1,500. This 
year's contest is for large adult choir and has a 
deadline of November 15. The winning work 
will receive its premiere in February 2018. For 
details, visit the choir's website at www.grand-
philchoir.com/compositioncontest 

VANCOUVER CHAMBER CHOIR NATIONAL 
CONDUCTOR’S SYMPOSIUM 
February 12-17, 2018  
Vancouver, BC 
Entry deadline: November 22, 2017 
An intensive workshop with Master Conductor 
Jon Washburn and Canada’s premiere choral 
ensemble, the Vancouver Chamber Choir. 

The Vancouver Chamber Choir’s 38th Annual 
National Conductors’ Symposium is an oppor-
tunity to take part in master-classes as a con-
ductor or observer. Learn choral techniques, 
conducting gesture, score interpretation and 
more. Each conductor will conduct before an 
audience, as part of the Choir’s regular concert 
season. 
Email info@vancouverchamberchoir.com 
Visit: https://vancouverchamberchoir.com/out-
reach/#ncs 

LE QUÉBEC CHANTE 2018! GRAND 
RASSEMBLEMENT CHORAL | DU 16 AU 19 
AOÛT 2018 
L'Alliance chorale du Québec est fière de pou-
voir enfin dévoiler son événement d'enver-
gure: Le Québec chante 2018! 
Le Québec chante!, c'est un grand rassem-
blement choral de 4 jours, 21 activités et  3 
concerts. Il se déroulera à la TOHU du 16 au 19 
août 2018. Le thème? Les 90 ans de Monsieur 
Gilles Vigneault, l'un des plus célèbres chan-
sonniers québécois. C'est ouvert à tous, sans 
distinction de niveau, seul ou en groupe.  
Vous avez jusqu'au 31 janvier 2018 pour béné-
ficier du tarif le plus intéressant sur la passe 
d'entrée. Passé cette date, les tarifs réguliers 
seront alors en vigueur. 
TARIFS 
Formule UN, DEUX, TROIS (de 1 à 3 pers.) : 
295$ / pers.  
Formule LA CLIQUE (de 4 à 9 pers.) : 275$ / 
pers. 
Formule LA GROSSE GANG (10 pers. et plus) : 
250$ / pers. 
Pour plus d'informations : www.lequebeccha-
nte2018.ca 
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The New Brunswick Choral Federation 
La Fédération des chorales du Nouveau-
Brunswick 
PO Box 714, Station A, Fredericton NB  
E3B 5B4 
(506) 478-2875 
Funding for the New Brunswick Choral Federa-
tion comes from membership fees, private do-
nations, and grants. Programs are funded from  
the NBCF operating budget and from program 
registration fees, as well from as grants and 
donations whenever possible. 

To donate to the NBCF, visit: 
http://nbcfsite.wordpress.com/2015/09/29/
donations-and-fundraising/ 
or: http://www.canadahelps.org/dn/10420 
The New Brunswick Choral Federation is grate-
ful to receive an operating grant from the Arts 
and Cultural Industries Branch of Tourism, Her-
itage and Culture, Province of New Brunswick.
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