
“Gathering together a group of  enthusiastic and talented young people to 
communicate clearly, find solutions, and create something beautiful — that's what 
the New Brunswick Youth Choir program does. It’s opportunities such as this that 
fuelled my passion for the arts as a student and equipped me to be a successful 
professional artist.” Joel Tranquilla, Clinician for the New Brunswick Youth Choir, 
2013 and 2014 
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
Dear Members and Friends of  the New Brunswick Choral Federation, 
Two important youth programmes take place in the coming months, which is why we are making 
this appeal to our members and supporters.  
Funding for our youth programmes comes from a variety of  sources, including the NBCF’s 
operating funding, tuition fees, tuition support from the Université de Moncton and other 
institutions and from public sector project grants, but these sources do not match our full costs. And 
as you all know, the financial situation for the Federation has been challenging following major cuts 
to our funding from the provincial government in the past few years.  
Donations from individuals and from choir organizations remain an irreplaceable support for these 
programmes. 
New Brunswick Youth Choir 2018 (May 3-6, 2018) 
This year 28 young singers from all over New Brunswick will form the 2018 New Brunswick Youth 
Choir. 
A donation to the 2018 New Brunswick Youth Choir will help provide these New Brunswick singers 
with an incredible opportunity to study challenging repertoire under the outstanding choral 
conductor François Ouimet. The singers will enhance their music education, learn from other 
young singers from across the province and establish life-long friendships and musical partnerships. 
In past years many New Brunswick choirs, institutions, and individuals have either contributed 
directly to the New Brunswick Youth Choir (which helps us to keep the tuition manageable for all 
participants), or helped to sponsor a singer, or both. Funds raised for each year’s edition of  the 
NBYC are typically spent to produce that year’s edition, which means we must fundraise for each 
subsequent year. 
Please suggest to your choir that they help to support the NBYC or to sponsor a singer. A twonie 
collected from each singer in NBCF’s member choirs would provide more than $2000 to the 
NBYC. A little can go a long way! 
Please also consider making an individual donation. The generous support of  individual donors has 
been just as important as support from organizations and institutions 
The actual cost to offer the New Brunswick Youth Choir is typically $350.00 per singer 

• Your donation of  $25 covers the cost of  music for one singer  

• Your donation of  $50 covers the cost of  one day’s accommodation and meals 
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• Your donation of  $225 provides the tuition for one student to attend NBYC 
While we have worked hard to make the tuition as affordable as possible, tuition remains a 
challenge for some participants. This year at least six singers who have been accepted to the NBYC 
will require assistance. Because the pool of  qualified candidates is limited, especially among the 
male voices, their participation is important to the viability of  our Youth Choir 2018. We seek to 
raise at least $1000 specifically in tuition assistance for them. 
National Youth Choir 2018 (June-July 2018) 
Four New Brunswick singers have been accepted to the 2018 National Youth Choir:  
Olivia Lapointe, Soprano 
Clare Maguire, Alto 
Joseph Goodwin, Tenor 
Isaiah Yankech, Bass 
Each of  these singers must pay $1500 to participate, most of  which they must raise themselves. 
NBCF fundraises every two years to help its singers attend this attend this important educational 
and performance opportunity, with the goal of  offering from $250 to $375 for each of  the New 
Brunswick singers. The funds raised for each edition of  the NYC are typically entirely used for that 
year’s edition, and must be renewed for the next one.  
How to donate 
All donations are tax-deductible. Cheques made payable to the New Brunswick Choral Federation 
may be mailed to: 
The New Brunswick Choral Federation 
PO Box 714, Station A, Fredericton NB  
E3B 5B4 
Or you can donate online by visiting our web page and following the links to Canada Helps: 
http://nbcfsite.wordpress.com/2015/09/29/donations-and-fundraising/ 
With thanks for all you do to help Let New Brunswick Sing, 

Henry Cowan, NBCF President

NBYC 2017
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NBCF NEWS 
NEW BRUNSWICK YOUTH CHOIR 
Performance Sunday, May 6, 2018 
Salle Neil Michaud, pavillon des Beaux-arts, 
Université de Moncton 
Join us for a thrilling afternoon of music from 
New Brunswick’s best young choristers. New 
this year, we are planning a full hour of music! 
NBYC continues to grow and mature, and 2018 
promises to be the most enjoyable and inter-
esting yet. Mark your calendars! 
NBYC 2018 would benefit from additional 
male voices, especially in the baritone/bass 
section. Prospective new candidates must 
submit a recorded audition. Interested candi-
dates should get in touch with the NBCF office 
as soon as possible for more information. 
Email: nbchoralfed@gmail.com 

MEET NEW BRUNSWICK’S REPRESENTATIVES 
TO THE NATIONAL YOUTH CHOIR 
Olivia LaPointe, Soprano 
Soprano Olivia LaPointe has been praised of-
ten by adjudicators and directors for her "gor-
geous, clear instrument," "warm, rich tone” and 
her musicality. 
A Fredericton native, Olivia performed in all of 
her high school musical productions and has 
performed in multiple shows with Theatre New 
Brunswick, including the title role of Mary Pop-
pins. She sings regularly at churches in Freder-
icton and Toronto, and has travelled and per-
formed in multiple concerts throughout the 
Maritimes and Maine with her family music 
group, The LaPointes. 

Olivia has taken private voice and piano 
lessons, and she has also participated in the 
Fredericton Music Festival, the New Brunswick 
Provincial Music Festival, and the Great Lakes 
Regional Auditions of the National Association 
of Teachers of Singing in Toronto where she 
won first place in 2017.  
All of these activities have fuelled her desire to 
further her knowledge of the musical world.  
"Classical voice performance has taught me 
patience, perseverance and it has helped me 
to discover my sound," said Olivia. "Most im-
portantly, it has brought out my passion – a de-
sire to reach and connect with people through 
music."  
Olivia is currently studying at the University of 
Toronto for a Bachelor of Music in Voice Per-
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formance with Frédérique Vézina, and she is a 
member of the University of Toronto Women's 
Chamber Choir, under the direction of Dr. Hi-
lary Apfelstadt. With the chamber choir, Olivia 
will be part of a concert at the Lincoln Center 
in New York in March 2018. University of Toron-
to Singers and Exultate Chamber Singers will 
present Cherubini Requiem with an orchestra. 
In February 2018, Olivia was chosen to per-
form in the University of Toronto’s Vocalini 
concert, featuring outstanding undergraduate 
voice performance majors. 
Olivia was also one of the New Brunswick rep-
resentatives in the 2017 National Youth Choir 
of Canada, under the direction of Timothy 
Shantz. And she has been selected to repre-
sent New Brunswick in the 2018 National Youth 
Choir of Canada, under the direction of Jeff 
Joudrey. 
Clare Maguire, Alto 
Clare is a BSc student in Psychology with a 
French minor at Mount Allison University, as 
well as a French Teaching Assistant and tutor at 
Mt A. She was Co-Producer and Featured Artist 
for Mount Allison University’s annual album 
Conduct Becoming: Voices Against Cancer 
(2017-2018), and a Featured Songwriter at 
Maritime Music Fest 2017, as well as singing in 
the Mount Allison University’s Elliott Chorale 
and Choral Society. 
Originally from Truro, she is an alumnus of the 
Nova Scotia Youth Choir 2015-2017 and the 
First Baptist Church Girls’ Choir in Truro under 
Jeff Joudrey. 
A lifelong musician from a musical family, Clare 
is also an accomplished instrumentalist and 
songwriter. She was a member of Nova Scotia 
Honour Jazz as a trombonist and vocalist 
(2014-2016) and President and First Horn for 
the Cobequid Educational Centre Symphonic 

Band for four years. She is currently participat-
ing in CBC’s Searchlight songwriting competi-
tion. 
Joseph Goodwin, Tenor 
Joseph Goodwin is a music graduate of the 
Université de Moncton with a major in voice, 
with piano as a secondary instrument. Joseph 
is passionate about choral music and 
opera. He has been the New Brunswick tenor 
representative for the National Youth Choir of 
Canada since 2014, touring in much of Cana-
da, and has toured with the Chœur Louisbourg 
in France. Joseph played Figaro in Université 
de Moncton's production of Le nozze di Fi-
garo, Publio in La clemenza di Tito and is a fre-
quent soloist at various choir concerts.  
He is also passionate about teaching and has 
been teaching private voice and piano since 
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2014 and is currently pursuing a Bachelor of 
Education at St FX.  
Joseph has been a board member of the 
NBCF, and in 2017 received the NBCF Youth 
Achievement Award for his contributions to 
New Brunswick’s choral community. 
Joseph says, “Participation in the National 
Youth Choir is not only an excellent opportuni-
ty to improve my music skills and network, but I 
will also be able to attend educational work-
shops and presentations at the Podium choral 
conference.” He looks forward to acquiring in-
valuable resources there to use as a future ed-
ucator.  
Isaiah Yankech, Bass 
Isaiah is studying in Dr. Vicki St. Pierre’s voice 
studio in his third year in the Bachelor of Music 
program at Mount Allison University.  
An accomplished singer, pianist and violinist, 
Isaiah has a promising career ahead of him as 
a musician and music educator. He is an alum-
nus of St. Michael’s Choir School in Toronto. 
While there he performed across Ontario and 

in the United States, Nova Scotia, Newfound-
land and Italy. 
He is an alumnus of the Ontario Youth Choir 
Conducted by Robert Cooper (2016) and Elise 
Bradley (2017), and participated in the Nation-
al Youth Choir 2017 special edition program 
conducted by Timothy Shantz. 
He continues a busy performance schedule at 
Mount Allison University as a singer, chamber 
musician and collaborative pianist. In addition 
to performances and collegiums at Mount Alli-
son, he is Mt. A Chapel Song Leader, Mt. A 
Note Takers  A Cappella Music Director (2017-
2018) and St. Vincent's Roman Catholic Church 
Accompanist/Cantor. He will participate in the 
New Brunswick Youth Choir 2018 in May. 
The 2018 National Youth Choir will meet in 
Newfoundland/Labrador in June 2018, and 
tour throughout June and July. For more infor-
mation visit: http://www.choralcanada.org/ac-
tivities-projects/national-youth-choir/ 
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CHORAL FEST 2018 
October 12-14, 2018 
Moncton, NB 
Vaughan Williams, Dona Nobis Pacem 
Clinician: Dr. Victoria Meredith 
NBCF is thrilled to announce our Choral Fest 
clinician for 2018, Dr. Victoria Meredith. This 
October she will conduct Choral Fest atten-
dees in Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Dona Nobis 
Pacem. 
A favourite of Choral Fest attendees, Dr. 
Meredith has conducted the Choral Fest 
Massed Choir twice before, in the Puccini Mes-
sa di Gloria in 1999 and in the Mozart Solemn 
Vespers in 2008. 
Victoria Meredith has served as Associate 
Dean (Academic), Chair of the Department of 
Music Education, and co-ordinator of choral 
activities. She has taught choral conducting 
and conducted the award-winning Western 
University Singers and Les Choristes. She holds 
degrees in music education (Indiana Universi-
ty), voice performance (University of Northern 
Colorado), and choral conducting (University 
of Arizona). Choirs under her direction have 
received numerous honours and awards, in-
cluding CBC Choral Competition prizes, per-
formance awards from the Canadian Music 
Educators Association, the Jack Richardson 
Award and the London Music Award. 
Designated a Western University Faculty 
Scholar in 2009, her primary research interests 
lie in the areas of the adult choral singer and 
choral music in Canada. Her book, Sing Better 
As You Age (Santa Barbara Music Publishing, 
2007) received the Association of Canadian 
Choral Conductors’ 2008 National Choral 
Award for Outstanding Choral Publication. She 
co-authored the chapter on Canadian choral 
music in The Cambridge Companion to Choral 

Music (2012), and has produced numerous 
critical performing choral editions and articles 
on a variety of topics of interest to choral musi-
cians and educators. These have appeared in 
the Choral Journal, Anacrusis, the Canadian 
Music Educator, the Music Educators Journal 
and other professional journals. 
A frequent juror for arts organizations such as 
the Canada Council, the Juno Awards, and the 
Ontario Arts Council, she maintains an active 
career as a guest conductor, workshop clini-
cian, and adjudicator. She has guest-conduct-
ed choirs across Canada, in the United States 
and abroad, including the 2010 National Youth 
Choir of Canada.  
Registration and other details to come in the 
coming months. Watch for news!       
CHORAL FEST 2018: WORKING WITH 
ADULT SINGERS WORKSHOP 
Dr. Meredith will give a workshop in Moncton 
on Working with Adult Singers in advance of 
the Choral Fest weekend. This workshop will 
be of exceptional value to conductors, teach-
ers, and all who work with aging singers. Stay 
tuned for details! 
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MEMBER NEWS 
SAINT JOHN MEN’S CHORUS SEEKS MUSI-
CAL DIRECTOR 
Deadline for applications: April 30, 2018 
The Saint John Men’s Chorus is seeking a full 
time Musical Director beginning September 
2018. The Chorus is made up of between 25 
and 30 men singing in four parts. Musical se-
lections have been a mixture of challenging 
classical, pop, folk, show tunes, and spirituals. 
Typically practice has been held on Tuesday 
evenings with a Christmas and a spring con-
cert. Alternative timing and concert formats 
would be considered. 
Anyone interested in this opportunity, please 
contact: 
sjmenschorus@gmail.com 
in confidence for more detailed information 
and application process. All applications must 
be received by April 30, 2018. 

SUSSEX CHORAL SOCIETY SEEKS DIRECTOR 
AND ACCOMPANIST FALL 2018 
After 23 years of fruitful collaboration with 
David Mitchell and Karen Gallegher, the Sus-
sex Choral Society is looking for a new director 
and pianist for the Fall session of 2018.  We 
would like to thank David and Karen for all the 
hard work they have put into making our choir 
the best it could be.  We have had  many many 
happy hours of music making together, and 
they will be sorely missed. 
But we want to continue to sing together.  To 
that end, we invite any interested musicians 
who have experience in directing a 30-40 per-
son choir to contact us.  We also are looking 
for an piano accompanist.  We meet once 
weekly from September to May, with holidays 
off. We have  16 rehearsals in the Fall with a 

concert in December, and 20 rehearsals in the 
Spring with a concert in late May.  We sing an 
eclectic mixture of music:  classical, pop, folk, 
show tunes, spirituals, celtic, SATB. 
Please contact us at scoburn@nb.sympatico.ca 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Rothesay, is offering 
Choral Scholarships for post-secondary and 
high school students. 
Post-Secondary: $2000/year 
High School: $1000/year 
If you love to sing, would like to gain experi-
ence, enhance your musical training and learn 
classical choral repertoire, please contact us. 
Limited spots available. 
For more information: 
Phone: (506) 847-1812 
Email: stpaulsrothesay@nb.aibn.com 

CHOEUR LOUISBOURG CHOIR: ENTRE OM-
BRE ET LUMIÈRE 
Dates et lieux 
Samedi 24 mars 19 h 30 – Église Saint-
Joachim, 650, boulevard des Acadiens, 
Bertrand 
Dimanche 25 mars, 15 h – Église First United, 
309, rue St. Patrick, Bathurst 
Lundi 26 mars, 19 h 30 – Église Wilmot, 473, 
rue Wilmot, Fredericton 
Mardi 27 mars, 19 h 30 – Église Mount Royal 
United, 106, Mount Royal, Moncton 
Chœur Louisbourg et orchestre sous la direc-
tion de Monique Richard. Pour son concert du 
printemps, le Chœur Louisbourg vous offre En-
tre ombre et lumière, un programme inspiré 
de l’équinoxe du printemps. Ce moment con-
templatif vous transportera dans un univers de 
beauté et d’harmonie avec des œuvres médi-
tatives de Arvo Pärt ( 1935- ) et Ola Gjeilo 
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(1978- ) entre autres. Le chœur sera accompa-
gné pour l’occasion du pianiste Carl Gionet et 
d’un quatuor à cordes, venant ainsi enrichir 
cette exploration chorale de compositeurs an-
ciens et nouveaux. 
Billets en vente à l’entrée: 25$ 

CHOEUR LOUISBOURG: AMIDST SHADOW 
AND LIGHT 
Dates and locations 
Saturday, March 24 th , 7:30 – Église Saint-
Joachim, 650, boul. des Acadiens, Bertrand 
Sunday, March 25 th , 3 pm – First United 
Church, 309, St. Patrick, Bathurst 
Monday, March 26 th , 7:30 - Wilmot Church, 
473, King, Fredericton  
Tuesday, March 27th , 7: 30 – Mount Royal 
United, 106, boul. Mount Royal, Moncton 
For its spring concert, the choir offers you 
Amidst Shadow and Light, a program inspired 
by the Spring equinox. This contemplative 
moment will transport you to a world of beauty 
and harmony with meditative works by Arvo 
Pärt ( 1935- ) and Ola Gjeilo (1978- ), among 
others. The choir will be accompanied for the 
occasion by pianist Carl Philippe Gionet and a 
string quartet, thus enriching the choral explo-
ration of romantic and contemporary com-
posers. 
Tickets on sale at the door: $25. 

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL NEWS 
MUSICIANS SOUGHT FOR EXHIBITION OPEN-
INGS AT THE UNB ART CENTRE 
Are you an emerging musician? The UNB Art 
Centre wants to pay you to play at our exhibi-
tion openings! Soloists, small groups, and en-
sembles are welcome!  
If you are interested, please contact Marie at 
mem@unb.ca, or call 451-6874.  

RIVER VALLEY CHORUS SEEKING BARBER-
SHOPPERS 
Fredericton’s River Valley Chorus, under the 
dynamic direction of Christine Freeman, is 
looking to increase their numbers in prepara-
tion for performances at the Fredericton Music 
Festival and the men’s barbershop chorus con-
test in May. If you are interested in singing 
barbershop music, the chorus would be de-
lighted to see you on Tuesday evenings from 
7pm until 9:15pm at St. Paul’s United Church, 
located on the corner of York and George.  

DACAPO CHAMBER CHOIR COMPOSITION 
COMPETITION 
Entry deadline Monday March 12, 2018 
The DaCapo Chamber Choir announces the 
eighth annual NewWorks choral composition 
competition. The winning entry will receive a 
$1,500 cash award and a performance by the 
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DaCapo Chamber Choir under director 
Leonard Enns, in the 2017/2018 season. Entry 
deadline is Monday March 12, 2018. 
Young composers (25 and under) are also en-
couraged to submit compositions for consid-
eration in our new Young Composers Reading 
Sessions. 
Visit: http://dacapochamberchoir.ca/new-
works/2018-competition/ 
The New Brunswick Choral Federation 
La Fédération des 
chorales du Nouveau-
Brunswick 
PO Box 714, Station A, 
Fredericton NB  
E3B 5B4 
(506) 478-2875 
nbchoralfed@gmail.com  
nbcfsite.wordpress.com 
Funding for the New 
Brunswick Choral Federation comes from 
membership fees, private donations, and 
grants. Programs are funded from  the NBCF 
operating budget and from program registra-
tion fees, as well from as grants and donations 
whenever possible. 
To donate to the NBCF, visit: 
http://nbcfsite.wordpress.com/2015/09/29/
donations-and-fundraising/ 
or: http://www.canadahelps.org/dn/10420 
The New Brunswick Choral Federation is grate-
ful to receive an operating grant from the Arts 
and Cultural Industries Branch of Tourism, Her-
itage and Culture, Province of New Brunswick.
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