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CHORAL FEST 2019! 
Friday, October 18—Sunday, October 20, 2019 
Saint John NB 
Work: TBA 
Clinician: Dr. Rachel Rensink-Hoff 
Dr. Rachel Rensink-Hoff is Director of Choral 
Activities and Assistant Professor of Music Ed-
ucation at Brock University. She is also Artistic 
Director of the Niagara-based Avanti Chamber 
Singers. She is becoming one of the leaders of 

the next generation of great Canadian choral 
conductors. 
Former conductor of the McMaster University 
Choir and founder of the McMaster Women’s 
Choir, Dr. Rensink-Hoff completed her Doctor-
ate and Master of Music degree at Western 
University, pursuing additional studies at the 
Eastman School of Music Conducting Institute, 
the Voice Care Network of St. John’s University, 
Minnesota, and the University of Toronto. She 
has engaged in master-classes under conduc-
tors Helmuth Rilling, Joseph Flummerfelt, An-
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ton Armstrong, Dale Warland and the late Sir 
David Willcocks. 
Vice-President of Programming for Choral 
Canada, Rachel Rensink-Hoff is the 2014 win-
ner of the prestigious Leslie Bell Prize for 
Choral Conducting awarded by the Ontario 
Arts Council. In 2015, her McMaster Women’s 
Choir was awarded first prize in the National 
Choral Competition for Amateur Choirs of the 
CBC and Choral Canada. That same year she 
was nominated for the Excellence in Teaching 
Award at McMaster University. 
She publishes regularly in the Choral Journal 
of the American Choral Directors’ Association 
as well as in Choral Canada’s Anacrusis and 
The Canadian Music Educator. Rachel works 
frequently as guest conductor, adjudicator, 
conference presenter and workshop clinician. 
Current engagements include a session on 
Canadian and American women choral com-
posers at the 2017 national conference of the 
American Choral Directors’ Association in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota and a presentation on 
Canadian choral music at the 2017 World 
Symposium on Choral Music in Barcelona, 
Spain. She conducted the 2017 Nova Scotia 
Youth Choir and was the Nova Scotia Choral 
Federation Youth Choir Camp Conductor in 
2018. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
NBCF’s strength is its membership—please take 
this opportunity to renew yours now! 
To become a member, visit our website: 
https://nbcfsite.wordpress.com/2015/09/30/
membership/ 
Or contact the NBCF office: 
nbchoralfed@gmail.com 

RENOUVELLEMENT D’ADHESION 
Notre force réside dans nos membres. Pour 
devenir membre, veuillez remplir le formulaire 
d’adhésion ici (en anglais): 
https://nbcfsite.wordpress.com/2015/09/30/
membership/ 
ou nous joindre: nbchoralfed@gmail.com 

NEW BRUNSWICK YOUTH CHOIR 
May 1-5, 2019 Mount Allison University 
Conductor: Dr. Vicki St. Pierre 
We are overjoyed to announce that the con-
ductor of the 2019 New Brunswick Youth Choir 
will be Dr. Vicki St. Pierre. Dr. St. Pierre is As-
sistant Professor at Mount Allison University 
and highly sought after as a soloist, adjudica-
tor, and pedagogical expert. She has a knack 
for getting the best out of her singers, and has 
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quickly become an important part of New 
Brunswick’s musical life. 

CHRISTMAS EVE ANNIVERSARIES 
In addition to the 100th anniversary of 
Armistice Day on November 11th, 1918, there 
are two significant anniversaries both occur-
ring on Christmas Eve 2018.  The first is the 
100th anniversary of the first Festival of 
Lessons and Carols at Kings College, Cam-
bridge.  (It was not the first such Festival any-
where in Britain -- that occurred at Truro 
Cathedral in 1880.)  The Kings Festival has 
been broadcast worldwide for 90 of those 
years.  We used to have to carefully tune our 
shortwave radios (if we had one) and hope that 
the transmitters on the Tantramar gave us a 
semi-clear signal, but now the Festival can be 
clearly heard at 11:00 on Christmas Eve morn-
ing at www.bbc.co.uk/radio4 .  My original vi-
sion, which the NBCF Board endorsed, was to 
plan simultaneous Festivals for Advent IV (De-
cember 23rd), in much the same way as NBCF 
sponsored simultaneous performances in cel-
ebration of "Messiah 250" back in 1992.  How-
ever, with so much going on musically in De-
cember, this vision becomes impractical to im-
plement.  Nevertheless, it should be noted in 
all church and community Festival programs, 
that what you are offering this Christmas sea-
son is in commemoration of the 100th anniver-
sary of the first Festival at Kings. 
The second significant anniversary is that the 
music and words of the carol "Silent Night" 
were both hastily composed on Christmas Eve 
1818.  So I humbly suggest that "Silent Night" 
should be included in all church and communi-
ty Festivals, and also at all Christmas Eve ser-
vices, with a note recognizing this 200th an-
niversary.  Ideally, the first verse would be sung 
in the original German -- the words can be eas-
ily found on the Internet. 

Just a couple of suggestions from someone 
who is big on recognizing important anniver-
saries. 
Submitted by a member of the NBCF 

MEMBER NEWS 
When does your rehearsal season start in the 
new year?  
The next NBCF Newsletter will be posted mid-
January 2019. Send your news before Monday, 
January 14, to: nbchoralfed@gmail.com 

SIRENS 2018-19 SEASON  
Now in its sixth season, Sirens is back for an-
other year of performances! The 2018-19 sea-
son includes a number of exciting collabora-
tions and performances from our choral edu-
cation program Harmonia Girls' Choir. Check 
out our listing of shows below!      
The World of Mahler 3 with PEI Symphony 
Orchestra, Sirens and Harmonia Girls’ Choir  
Sunday, April 14, 2:30 pm 
Homburg Theatre, CCOA, Charlottetown   
The Sirens family is pleased to join the PEISO 
and community choral singers in this choral-
orchestra extravaganza! Mahler’s Symphony 
No. 3 is scored for soloists, two choirs, and ex-
tended orchestra. This infrequently performed 
work is considered one of the 10 greatest 
symphonies of all time by BBC Music Maga-
zine.  
A Letter from a Girl to the World with Har-
monia Girls’ Choir  
Saturday, May 11, 3:00 pm 
Park Royal United Church, Charlottetown 
Finding their voice within a community of 
young women, Harmonia celebrates girl power 
in this collection of youthful, empowering 
songs to close out the ensemble’s 4th season.   
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Sea Songs” with Sirens and The Aeolian 
Singers 
Saturday, May 18, 3:00 pm 
Park Royal United Church, Charlottetown 
Maritime women sing Maritime songs – Sirens 
is joined by Halifax’s Aeolian Singers in this 
presentation of songs from the sea. Folklore, 
water, and Maritime life are common themes 
that bring these two Atlantic Canadian wom-
ens’ choirs together!    
Ticket information available here: https://siren-
schoir.com/concerts/ 

GREATER MONCTON CHORALE: A CHRIST-
MAS POTPOURRI 
Sunday, December 16, 2018 at 3:00 pm 
Community Peace Centre Forum, Moncton 
This year’s Family Christmas Concert is a 
colourful potpourri of musical ingredients, fea-
turing a blend of traditional and new, sacred 
and secular, reverent and jolly songs of the 
season!   
More information:   
http://www.greatermonctonchorale.com/con-
certs.php 
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BRUNSWICK STREET BAPTIST CHURCH AN-
NUAL CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
December 16, 6:30 pm 
Brunswick Street Baptist Church, Fredericton 
This evening of Scripture and music by candle-
light includes the adult choir, youth choir, adult 
handbell choir with instrumental and vocal 
soloists presenting a wide range of musical 
styles appropriate for the Christmas season. In 
the midst of the Christmas rush this evening 
presents an oasis of sight and sound. Offering 
from the service will be directed to support the 
Fredericton Homeless Shelters. 

VOCAL COLLECTIVE: TWAS THE NIGHT BE-
FORE CHRISTMAS 
Sunday, December 16, 2018, 7:00 pm 
St. Paul’s United Church, Fredericton 
An evening of music and Christmas readings 
including the classic Twas the Night Before 
Christmas. Join Vocal Collective and Tim Yerxa 
as they present this evening of Christmas Fun. 
A free will offering will be collected for CBC 
Feed a Family. 

SUSSEX CHORAL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS CON-
CERT 
December 16, 2018, 7:30 pm 
St. Francis Xavier Church, Sussex 
The Sussex Choral Society will present it’s 24th  
Christmas concert on Sunday evening, De-
cember 16, at St. Francis Xavier Church, 
Church Avenue in Sussex. 
The doors will open at 7:00, the concert will 
start at 7:30. 
We have enjoyed rehearsing this fall with our 
new director, Christopher Lane, and new ac-
companist, Betty Weatherby.  The resulting 
music is a wonderful mixture of carols and sea-
sonal songs, with some humour thrown in for 

good measure.  Tickets are $20, available from 
any member or at Winterwood Natural Foods, 
or at the door if there are any left!  Enjoy music 
of the season from a choir that loves to sing 
together! 
Visit the Sussex Choral Society: https://www.-
facebook.com/Sussex-Choral-
Society-193591767335951/ 

SYMPHONY NEW BRUNSWICK PRESENTS 
MESSIAH 
December 18, 7:30 pm 
The Playhouse, Fredericton 
December 19, 2018 
Saint John: Imperial Theatre 
December 20, 2018 
Moncton: Capitol Theatre 
Michael Newnham returns as guest conductor 
to lead SNB and the Louisbourg Choir in 
everyone’s favourite Christmas treat: Handel’s 
Messiah. Vocal Soloists: Sally Dibblee, sopra-
no; Heather Flemming, contralto; Owen Mc-
Causland, tenor; and Paul Bustin, bass. There 
will be a pre-show talk at 6:30pm. 
Visit: https://symphonynb.com/events/messi-
ah/ 

ADVENT RECITAL: VOCAL COLLECTIVE AND 
DR. SHARON POND 
Wednesday, December 19, 2018, 12:10 pm 
St. Paul’s United Church, Fredericton 
As we get closer to Christmas stop by St. Paul's 
sanctuary on your lunch hour to hear the sea-
sonal songs preformed by Vocal Collective and 
Dr. Sharon Pond. A free will offering will be 
taken in support of the music program so we 
can continue to offer programs like the lunch 
recital series. 
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A Candlelight Christmas: Seasonal Music for 
Cello & Guitar at Wilmot United Church on De-
cember 19 at 7:30pm 
Please plan to join cellist Emily Kennedy and 
guitarist Steven Peacock for this one-hour 
recital, which features new arrangements of 
both familiar and lesser-known music of the 
Christmas season, as well as festive selections 
by Bach, Villa-Lobos, de Falla and Cordero. 
Admission is by voluntary contribution, with 
proceeds to support the Wilmot United Church 
Benevolent Fund. For further information, 
please contact speacoc1@unb.ca or call 
452-0170. 

CHRISTMAS WITH RIVERSONG! 
Saturday, December 22, 2018, 7:00 pm 
Mount Royal United Church, Moncton 
Come join Riversong as we share an evening 
of merrymaking together, from Medieval to 
Mariah Carey! Once again we will warm your 
hearts with music and stories, and give you a 
chance to stand and sing along with us. 
https://www.facebook.com/RiversongNB 

PROGRAMMATION 2018-2019 EN L’HON-
NEUR DU 50E ANNIVERSAIRE DU DÉPARTE-
MENT DE MUSIQUE DE L’UNIVERSITÉ DE 
MONCTON. 
Pour la saison 2018-2019, le Département de 
musique de l’Université de Moncton propose 
une programmation spéciale à l’occasion de 
son 50e anniversaire, où ses diplômées et 
diplômés seront à l’honneur. 
Pour obtenir plus de détails et pour rester à 
l’affût des ajouts à la programmation, on peut 
visiter le site Web du Département de musique 
ou encore suivre la page Facebook. 
https://www.umoncton.ca/umcm-fass-
musique/ 

https://www.facebook.com/musique.udem 

MOUNT ALLISON UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT 
OF MUSIC AUDITION PREPARATION DAYS 
February 1-2, 2019 
Mount Allison University, Sackville 
Dear Music Teachers, Directors, and Music 
Students, 
We are excited to share information regarding 
our upcoming Audition Preparation Days, to 
take place at Mount Allison University, Feb-
ruary 1-2, 2019. The Audition Preparation 
Weekend is a two-day event designed for 
grade eleven and twelve students who are 
considering pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Music. Students learn essential auditioning 
skills, receive a private lesson, and participate 
in discussions about career opportunities, 
stage deportment, and practice skills.  
The cost of this event is $60 (plus HST) and in-
cludes accommodation on campus, meals, and 
access to all instructional opportunities. (A day 
participant fee of $45 is available for those 
who do not require accommodation.) 
Please visit our Music Department website to 
learn more about this event: Audition Prepara-
tion Days. 
To register, visit our Registration Page. 
Please be in touch with our administrative as-
sistant Margaret Craig, mcraig@mta.ca, or me, 
vstpierre@mta.ca, with any questions. 
Warmest regards, 
Dr. Vicki St. Pierre 
Assistant Professor, Voice 
Department of Music 
Mount Allison University 
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 REGIONAL AND NATIONAL NEWS 
WORLD CHORAL DAY / DIA MUNDIAL DEL 
CANTO CORAL 

Does your choir have a concert or event before 
December 16 (Remembrance, Advent, Christ-
mas, etc.)? Choirs are encouraged to include 
the World Choral Day proclamation in con-
certs, use the logo in programs and advertis-
ing, and publicize their participation in World 
Choral Day through social media. CANADI-
ANS, let's share our extraordinary choral activi-
ties with the world. 
Web: http://worldchoralday.org/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/world-
choralday/ 

JOIN THE BOARD OF THE CANADIAN 
CHAMBER CHOIR! 
The Canadian Chamber Choir is seeking expe-
rienced individuals to join its Board of Direc-
tors. This is a fantastic opportunity to make a 
meaningful impact within Canada’s vibrant 

choral community and steer the course of a 
Juno-nominated vocal ensemble. 
In your volunteer role on the CCC’s advisory 
board, you will: 
• Attend regular meetings via Skype or tele-

conference, approx. 8 times a year from 
September to June. 

• Support and guide the CCC in its mission 
to build community through choral singing. 

• Oversee the strategic planning and finan-
cial sustainability of the organization. 

A full description of duties is available on the 
CCC’s website. 
Individuals with experience from various pro-
fessions are encouraged to apply, particularly 
in the fields of financial, legal, media, human 
resources, not-for-profit governance and 
fundraising development. 
Please send your CV via email to our Nominat-
ing Committee at info@canadianchamber-
choir.ca and also a letter of intent indicating 
why you feel you would be an asset to the 
Board. If you have questions or require further 
information prior to submitting your applica-
tion, please contact Vice-Chair, Beth Peterkin, 
at 902-728-2144 or beth@bethpeterkin.ca. 
After an initial screening process, successful 
prospective applicants will be interviewed and 
selected according to the needs of the organi-
zation. 
Please note: The intake for new Board mem-
bers will be ongoing. Applications received 
before February 1, 2019 will be considered for 
installation prior to the CCC's Annual General 
Meeting in Ottawa this March. All board mem-
bers are encouraged to attend the AGM in 
person (with travel costs reimbursed.) 
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Concours national pour chœurs 
amateurs canadiens, édition 2019

The 2019 National Competition
for Canadian Amateur Choirs 

Choral Canada is pleased to announce Canada Choral a le plaisir d’annoncer

2019 Competition Categories%
Children’s Choirs

Upper-Voice Youth Choirs 
Lower-Voice Youth Choirs 
Mixed-Voice Youth Choirs 

Collegiate Choirs 
Mixed-Voice Adult Choirs 

Mixed-Voice Adult Chamber Choirs 
Equal-Voice Men’s Choirs 

Equal-Voice Women’s Choirs 
Pan-cultural Traditions

Contemporary Music

Chorales d’enfants
Chorales de jeunes voix aigües
Chorales de jeunes voix graves
Chorales de jeunes voix mixtes
Chorales universitaires 
Chorales d’adultes voix mixtes
Chorales de chambre voix mixtes
Chorales de voix d’hommes voix égales  
Chorales de voix de femmes voix égales
Chorales traditions culturelles
Chorales de musique contemporaine

Catégories pour le concours de 2019

Prizes
Healey Willan Grand Prize - $5000

1st prize in each category - $1000
2nd prize in each category - $500
Best performance of a Canadian 

work in any category - $1000
Best Performance of a French Canadian 

work in any category- $500

Prix
Grand prix Healey-Willan – 5 000 $
1er prix dans chaque catégorie – 1 000 $
2e prix dans chaque catégorie – 500 $
Meilleure interprétation d’une œuvre 
canadienne toutes catégories confondues – 1 000 $
Meilleure interprétation d’une œuvre canadienne 
française toutes catégories confondues – 500 $

Spiritus Chamber Choir (Calgary AB/Alb.), Winners of the Healey Willan Grand Prize 2017 
Les gagnants du Grand prix Healey-Willan 2017

ENTRY DEADLINE 
April 1st 2019

DATE LIMITE  
POUR PARTICIPER 

1er avril 2019

Pour les lignes directrices sur l’admissibilité, les exigences de 
participation et les règlements du concours, prière de consulter  
le site Web du Canada Choral: choralcanada.org/fr

Pour de plus amples informations, contactez : info@choralcanada.org

• Partagez votre musique au Canada et partout ailleurs sur cbcmusic.ca
• Le prix canadien français est parrainé par le Centre d’excellence 
artistique de l’Ontario

Eligibility Guidelines, Entry Requirements and  
Competition Regulations are available on the Choral  

Canada website: choralcanada.org

For more information, contact: info@choralcanada.org

• Share your music with Canada and beyond via cbcmusic.ca
• French Canadian prize is sponsored by the Centre d’excellence 

artistique de l’Ontario
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DACAPO CHAMBER CHOIR 2019 NEW-
WORKS CHORAL COMPOSITION COMPETI-
TION 
Entry deadline: Monday March 18, 2019 

We at the DaCapo Chamber Choir are pleased 
to announce that the 2019 NewWorks choral 
composition competition is now open.   
The purpose of the NewWorks competition is 
to foster new and engaging choral works by 
Canadian composers.  We are continually look-
ing for new pieces to perform which will chal-
lenge us and our audiences - both musically 
and emotionally.  This November, we released 
our newest CD - 9 of 10 tracks on this record-
ing come out of this NewWorks competition! 
In its programming and performance, DaCapo 
aims to contribute to the work of building em-
pathy, of fostering understanding, and of 
strengthening bonds between the entitled and 
the impoverished, focusing particularly on the 
refugee road in its present programming. With 
this in mind, for this year’s NewWorks competi-
tion, we are asking for compositions that are 
related in some way to the theme of renewal: 
of hope, courage, and new purpose.  
The winning entry of the 2019 competition will 
receive a $1,500 cash award plus travel ex-
penses to Kitchener to attend the premiere of 
his/her composition by the DaCapo Chamber 
Choir, under director Leonard Enns, in the 
choir’s 2017/2018 season.  We are also inviting 
young composers (aged 25 and younger) to 

submit compositions for consideration in our 
Young Composers Reading Sessions.  
Entry deadline is Monday March 18, 2019. 
We are sending you competition brochures 
(that include entry forms) that we hope you will 
display in an appropriate location and pro-
mote this competition with your colleagues 
and/or students.  You should be receiving this 
package within the next week or so.   
Full information is available on our web site: 
www.dacapochamberchoir,ca/newworks 

C/4 – CANADIAN CHORAL COMPOSITION 
COMPETITION 
Deadline for submissions: Scores must be re-
ceived by February 15, 2019. 
Chor Leoni Men’s Choir is pleased to an-
nounce the third annual Canadian Choral 
Composition Competition (C/4). The choir’s 
Artistic Director Erick Lichte will select three 
finalist compositions, and an independent 
panel of judges will determine their ranking 
(first prize $2000, second prize $1000, third 
prize $500). Each finalist will also receive a 
Barbara Pentland Award for Outstanding 
Composition from the Canadian Music Centre. 
In addition to the financial prizes, the com-
posers of the three works will travel to Vancou-
ver in May 2019, where they will receive three 
nights of hotel accommodation. They will hear 
their works sung by Chor Leoni in both re-
hearsal and public performance, receive a pro-
fessional recording, and address the audience 
at the C/4 premiere on Friday, May 10, 2019 at 
the Orpheum Annex (8pm). This competition is 
a Community Partnership with the Canadian 
Music Centre. 
Prizes 
• $2000 first prize | $1000 second prize | 

$500 third prize; 
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• travel to and accommodation in Vancouver 
from Wednesday, May 8 to Friday, May 10, 
2019); 

• attendance of a workshop/rehearsal with 
Chor Leoni on their works on Wednesday, 
May 8; 

• attendance of the premiere at C/4 on Fri-
day, May 10, 2019, at the Orpheum Annex; 

• participation in an in-concert conversation 
with Erick Lichte from the stage at C/4 on 
Friday, May 10, 2019; 

• a professional recording of Chor Leoni 
singing the work. 

Requirements 
• The composer must be a Canadian citizen, 

permanent resident of Canada, or landed 
immigrant 

• The work may be for up to 4-part male 
choir, TTBB voicing; occasional divisi is al-
lowed. 

• The work may be a cappella or include pi-
ano accompaniment; 

• Target length of work should be 3-6 min-
utes. 

• The composer must secure rights to any 
non-public domain texts, and verification of 
secured rights for use of texts must be in-
cluded with submission; 

• Scores must be submitted in computer en-
graved format as a PDF file; 

• Submissions must include an mp3 of the 
score’s midi file. 

Preference will be given to works newly com-
posed for this competition. 
Questions? Email c4@chorleoni.org 
Scores must be received by February 15, 2019. 

Send scores for consideration to Erick Lichte, 
Artistic Director of Chor Leoni, at c4@chor-
leoni.org. Finalists will be notified the week of 
March 4, 2019. 
The New Brunswick Choral Federation 
La Fédération des chorales du Nouveau-
Brunswick 
PO Box 714, Station A, Fredericton NB  
E3B 5B4 
(506) 478-2875 
nbchoralfed@gmail.com  
nbcfsite.wordpress.com 
Funding for the New Brunswick Choral Federa-
tion comes from membership fees, private do-
nations, and grants. Programs are funded from  
the NBCF operating budget and from program 
registration fees, as well from as grants and 
donations whenever possible. 
To donate to the NBCF, visit: 
http://nbcfsite.wordpress.com/2015/09/29/
donations-and-fundraising/ 
or: http://www.canadahelps.org/dn/10420 
The New Brunswick Choral Federation is grate-
ful to receive an operating grant from the Arts 
and Cultural Industries Branch of Tourism, Her-
itage and Culture, Province of New Brunswick. 
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